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Project Overview
What?
● An experiment to create an interactive, 
multimedia electronic book using 
digitized primary source materials.
Why?
● To make digital materials more widely 
available, package them to be more 
readily integrated into the classroom for 
teaching purposes.
How?
● Using freely available software allowing 
users to create and publish electronic 
books.
Inspiration: Civil War 
Letters iBook
• Created by a high school teacher using a 
collection of Civil War-era letters that the 
library had digitized and made available 
in our repository.
• Book showcases the letters along with 
contextual information and links to 
additional digital resources from sources 
like the Library of Congress. 
eBooks in Teaching
● Explosion in use of electronic devices and 
open educational resources in recent 
years.
● Studies show that students prefer 
interactive electronic book format over 
traditional learning tools.
What are iBooks?
• An e-book application created by Apple 
for use with its operating systems and 
devices.
• iBooks files can be downloaded via the 
iBooks store.
• A free application called iBooks Author 
allows users to create interactive books 
and distribute them in the iBooks store.
The Dearfield Collection
• Contains materials related to the African-
American agricultural settlement of 
Dearfield, Colorado.
• Contains documents that belonged to 
O.T. Jackson, the founder of Dearfield. 
Items include:
• correspondence
• maps
• photographs
• oral histories
• newspaper clippings
• business receipts
• bank statements
• land transfer documents
• materials for recruiting colonists
• census records
• various other ephemera.
Dearfield Digitization
Research Process
Locating resources
● Resources spread across Colorado’s Front 
Range
● Oral histories, documents, photographs 
and artifacts
● Visits to various institutions and 
Dearfield site itself
Partnerships
Collaboration  
● Limited success creating partnerships 
with other institutions
● Some were reluctant to share their 
materials, others expressed interest but 
failed to follow through
● Were successful in getting assistance from 
two scholars at UNC who have expertise 
in history and archaeology of Dearfield
History of Dearfield
Geography and climate
● Approximately 70 miles northeast of Denver
● Situated on the Eastern Plains of Colorado
● Semi-arid climate
History of Dearfield
African-American colonization efforts
● Attempts to create all-Black towns in 
America can be traced to the 18th century
● Post-Civil War between 80-200 all-Black 
towns emerged throughout the West
● First attempts in Colorado in the 1870s 
History of Dearfield
Oliver Toussaint Jackson 
● Arrived in CO in 1887
● Caterer, dining services supervisor, 
restaurateur, messenger, farmer
● Inspired by Booker T. Washington
History of Dearfield
Foundations 1909-1914
● 1909: Negro Townsite and Land Company
● 1910: James Thomas, O. T. and Minerva 
Jackson are Dearfield’s first settlers
● 1914: Dearfield is officially incorporated
History of Dearfield
Boom years 1915-1921
● 1915: Twenty-seven families living at 
Dearfield.  Town has forty-four wooden 
cabins, a boarding house, store and church
● 1918-1919: Favorable weather conditions 
and war-time demand result in an economic 
boom
● 1920: Plans were being made to establish a 
fifty room hotel, a creamery, a canning 
factory and a bank 
● 1921: Sixty families living in Dearfield
History of Dearfield
Decline 1922-1948
● 1922: Less than 3 inches of rain falls 
during the growing season and 
agricultural prices begin to drop
● 1925: Many Dearfield residents seek 
employment in Denver
● 1926: O. T. and Minerva Jackson 
advertise Dearfield as a “valley resort” 
encouraging African-American visitors to 
visit for the fish, game and dancing
● 1936: Townsite almost completely 
adandoned
● 1948: O. T. Jackson dies, leaving all 
remaining Dearfield interests to his niece
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Next Steps
● Continue to cultivate partnerships
● Add more content
● Promote to relevant groups
● Explore alternate avenues of publishing
● Explore the use of electronic publishing to 
showcase other digital collections of 
primary sources 
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